§84.3

(x) Not immediately dangerous to life or
health means any hazardous atmos-
phere which may produce physical dis-
comfort immediately, chronic poi-
soning after repeated exposure, or
acute adverse physiological symptoms
after prolonged exposure.

(y) Oxygen-deficient atmosphere means
an atmosphere which contains an oxy-
gen partial pressure of less than 148
millimeters of mercury (19.5 percent by
volume at sea level).

(z) Powered air-purifying respirator
means a device equipped with a face-
piece, hood, or helmet, breathing tube,
canister, cartridge, filter, canister with
filter, or cartridge with filter, and a
blower.

(aa) Respirator means any device de-
signed to provide the wearer with res-
piratory protection against inhalation
of a hazardous atmosphere.

(bb) Single-use respirator means a res-
pirator that is entirely discarded after
excessive resistance, sorbent exhaus-
tion, or physical damage renders it un-
suitable for further use.

(cc) Vapor means the gaseous state of
a substance that is solid or liquid at or-
dinary temperature and pressure.

§84.3 Respirators for mine rescue or
other emergency use in mines.

(a)(1) NIOSH and the Mine Safety and
Health Administration (MSHA), U.S.
Department of Labor, shall jointly re-
view and issue certifications for res-
pirators used for mine emergencies and
mine rescue, including any associated
service-life plans, users’ manuals and
other supporting documentation.

(2) Each certification for a respirator
designed for mine rescue or other
emergency use in mines shall include,
as a condition of approval, any use lim-
itations related to mine safety and
health.

(b) NIOSH and MSHA shall jointly
determine appropriate recall and ret-
rofit remedies for field complaints or
identified deficiencies involving any
respirators used in the mining environ-
ment.
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Subpart B—Application for
Approval

§84.10 Application procedures.

(a) Inspection, examination, and test-
ing leading to the approval of the types
of respirators classified in subpart F of
this part shall be undertaken by the In-
stitute only pursuant to written appli-
cations which meet the minimum re-
quirements set forth in this subpart B.

(b) Applications shall be submitted to
the Certification and Quality Assur-
ance Branch, and shall be accompanied
by a check, bank draft, or money order
in the amount specified in subpart C of
this part, payable to the order of the
National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health.

(c) Except as provided in §84.64, the
examination, inspection, and testing of
all respirators shall be conducted by
the Certification and Quality Assur-
ance Branch.

(d) Applicants, manufacturers, or
their representatives may visit or com-
municate with the Certification and
Quality Assurance Branch in order to
discuss the requirements for approval
of any respirator or the proposed de-
signs thereof. No charge shall be made
for such consultation and no written
report shall be issued to applicants,
manufacturers, or their representatives
by the Institute as a result of such con-
sultation.

(e) Respirators having electrical or
electronic components that are re-
quired to be permissible under chapter
I of title 30 shall be tested in accord-
ance with 30 CFR part 18. Applications
for approval of such respirators by
MSHA shall be submitted in writing to:
MSHA, Approval and Certification Cen-
ter, Box 251, Industrial Park Road,
Triadelphia, West Virginia 26059.

§84.11 Contents of application.

(a) Each application for approval
shall contain a complete written de-
scription of the respirator for which
approval is requested together with
drawings and specifications (and lists
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